
 

Preliminary Results: Barriers to Student Weight Status Category Reporting Survey 
 
Introduction 
In the spring of 2011, the New York State Department of Health Obesity Prevention Program completed the “Barriers to 
Student Weight Status Category Reporting Survey.” The survey collected information about issues that interfere with 
reporting weight status data and suggestions to address these barriers.  
 
Methods 
A link to the online survey was posted on the New York Statewide School Health Services website and distributed 
through an email list. To encourage participation recipients were asked to forward the invitation to others involved in 
reporting student weight status information.   We received 877 complete surveys and over 275 open-ended comments. 
Fifty-eight percent of participants identified as school building nurses, and 38% as school district nurses or data 
reporters responsible for entering weight status information into the Health Commerce System.  School personnel from 
all 57 counties outside of NYC participated. 
 
Results 
The restriction that prevents nurses from calculating weight status percentile when it is missing on the health appraisal 
form and physicians not recording Body Mass Index (BMI)/ weight status percentile on the health appraisal (HA) form 
were identified most frequently as important barriers to reporting.   Figure 1 lists the number of occasions each barrier 
was rated important.     
 

 
 

*N= Number of individuals who responded that each of the barriers listed was either “important” or “very important”. 

 
 
 
Next Steps 
We are in the process of analyzing the open-ended responses provided as part of the survey to identify 
recommendations for addressing the barriers to reporting.  We are planning to complete a summary report based on 
the entire survey for distribution during the fall of the 2011-12 school year. 
 
Please feel free to share this report with school personnel and community partners interested in student weight status 
category reporting at your district. If you have any questions about the preliminary results, please email Rachael Ruberto 
at rxr24@health.state.ny.us. 
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Figure 1. Barriers to weight status category data reporting*
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